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Matthews Veterans Advisory Committee 

September 5th, 2018 

Minutes 

Chairperson Tom Cannon called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at Matthews 

Town Hall with a quorum present. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of reflection by Tom 

Cannon.  

Committee Members present: Tom Cannon, Charleen Thompson, Jack 

Santaniello, Amanda Kohout, James Munoz, Janet Perkins, Larry Stawicki, Fred 

Baylor, Joe Bochicchio, Ilse York, Michael Vento, and Jim Thurman 

Guests Welcomed Hazen Blodgett (ToM Liason), Dick Pugh (Town Citizen) 

Minutes of August, 2018: Minutes were approved as transmitted 

Old Business: 

1: Subcommittee 1. Awareness:    Amanda gave update. The subcommittee had a 

meeting on August 22nd. They are brainstorming about Vietnam Korean War 

exhibit and have decided to expand to include all wars.  The perception is that all 

veterans are an older generation and need to show there are young veterans 

among us. They would like to possibly have some videos to bring in youth, target 

different audiences. Possibly market the exhibit to the schools, history teachers 

and JROTC for classroom tours. Also another idea they have is to have some kind 

of remembrance wall as a display. The idea was suggested to start the event on 

Thursday to help accommodate the school tours. They plan to involve outside 

groups to help make the event more interactive. 

2: Subcommittee 2. Resources and Collaboration:   Larry gave us update on this 

committee. They had a meeting on Aug 29th. They are looking into having or 

display cases replaced with some that would be sturdier and won’t allow the 

papers to fall over. They are also investigating Honor Flights and what it would 
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involve to get someone from Matthews on one of those flights. They are keeping 

the 3 month rolling calendar up to date and have been sending each month to 

Maureen with the Town to put on the website. They are designing a trifold to 

distribute to local businesses outlining the benefits to hiring a veteran. They are 

working on a rough draft to show us and when it’s complete it can also be put in 

our own display cabinets. This committee is also working on a system to collect 

flags that need to be retired. The proposal for hiring Veterans Policy was sent to 

town attorney by Hazen. The town attorney sent a statement regarding the 

policy. There was discussion on whether or not the Policy was given proper 

consideration by the Town and members asked if we could receive a more 

adequate response. It was decided to pull back policy to the subcommittee to 

review and see if we can find a way to word policy to meet any concerns. 

3: Subcommittee 3. Communications   Dessi was unable to attend meeting. Ilse 

and Janet gave us some update. The Purple Heart sign dedication was very 

successful. They are also still working with the Parks committee on designing the 

Veterans parks. Ilse had some new ideas to present. She wants us to consider 

developing a plan for care packages to soldiers in 2019. Ilse also asked us to 

consider arranging something in the future for Military Spouses and Children. 

4: Subcommittee 4: Executive:    Tom took the time to reiterate our mission 

statement. He read it to us and reiterated our primary role is advisory to the 

town.  

New Business:  Tom gave a quarterly report to the Town Council. He went over 

our accomplishments and strongly recommended they get involved with Veterans 

Day events and endorse it. The town suggested we also purchase a POW Flag to 

display with the other flags we have in the main meeting room. Angelo is looking 

into the cost for the flag. Angelo has also been looking in to plaques to use for our 

Veteran of the Year. The plaques would also be displayed at Town Hall and each 

year that veteran would be added to plaque. 
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Treasurer’s Report:  Jack went over treasurer’s report. We have $3585.74 in our 

budget for our 2019 Fiscal year. Jack also passed out an outline for MVAC funding 

request procedures and expenditures for us all to review.  

Chairperson /Vice Chairperson Comments-   Tom did a review of the Labor Day 

Parade and the MVAC table. If we choose to do the parade again next year we 

hope to use the same vehicles and meet at 9 am instead of 8:30 am.  The table we 

had at the festival was well manned. The kids liked picking up the toy soldiers 

from our display. 

Comments-Town Council Liaison:  Hazen spoke during the discussion about hiring 

policy and gave his input there. 

Open Comments:  Tom thanked everyone for their participation in parade and 

manning the table  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Submitted by: 

Charleen Thompson, Secretary 

 

                                   

 

 

 


